
The San Jose Mine in Copiap6, Chile
collapsed on August 5 trapping 33 miners.
Their fate uncertain, the President ofChile,
Sebastian Pinera vows to rescue them.

Nine drilling rigs are deployed on site to find
the miners and begin drilling probing holes 5
L/: inches in diameter about 2,300 feet deep.
One ofthe probing holes locates the minem
17 days later on August 22,just two days
before they would have run out offbod, The
probing hole provides the miners with food,
communications and supplies via capsules
nicknamed "CaIIier Pigeons."

The Chilean government initially estinates up
to 4 months to rescue the miners, sometime
before Chdstmas. CODELCO, Chile's
national mining company implements Plan A,
B and C drilling eflbfts. Geotec Boyles Bros
S.A. completes a 5 % inch hole on August 27
that ultimately becomes the "Plan B"
borehole that rescues the miners, On
September 3, Geotec Boyles Bros, brings :n a
Schramm T13oXD, which utilizes a cusrom-
built heavy duty truck chassis manuf'actured
by ITW's Crane Carrier Compauy. The rig
reams out the existing "Plan B" borehole to
12 inches, then completes a third pass at 28
inches in diameter. The rig is nicklamed "The
Miracle."

Drill Rig nicknamed r'The Miracle,!arrives on sit€ in
Copiap6, Chile to drill shaft that ultimately rescues the
33 trapped miners.

Plan B drilling begins on September 5,
Throughout the process, there is zero down
time attributed to the Schramm rig and Crane
Cader Company truck chassis. Given the
accelerated pertbrmanca ofPlan B, the
Chilear Government on October 4 publicly
announces the minen may be rescued 2
months early, sometime in mid October. On
Saturday October 9 at 8:03 AM, total depth
was reached and d lling was compleled. All
33 miners are safely returned to the surface
the following week,

Schramm, Inc which manufactures portable
drilling rigs for land based applications has a
long relationship with Crane Canier to
provide a vinually indestructible truck chascis
to mount their large boring equipment onto.
Fred Slack, Assistant Vice President of
Sckarffn stated "the exceptional performance
of the Crane Carier chassis contributed to the
safe rescue ofthe Chilean miners. We
recognize the quality and durability ofthe
Crane Carrier chassis and truly value ou
strategic partneNhip with them."

"The Miracle" in action drillins the rescue shaft


